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Nelson’s Brilliance Sequins Sluggish Show 


Peter Friedman ‘58 and Joan Pallme °60 anticipate their first 
days at college in Saturday’s Hamburg Show. 


Tillich Calls Issue of God’s Existence 
Not Only Absurd But Blasphemous 


A capacity audience heard Dr. 
Paul Tillich of Harvard Divinity 
School speak on “The Absurdity 
of the Question: ‘Does God Ex- 
ist ?’" Sunday, Nov. 24, in Cloth- 
ier Hall. 

The Christian Association spon- 
sored the address, which follow- 
ed a short worship service led 
by Joel Tibbetts "68, C.A. presi- 
dent. Organist David Horr ’60 
played “Alma Mortar” by Richard 
Caplan '61 as the postlude. 

Dr. Tillich termed the question 
of the existence of a god or gods 
not only “absurd” but “blasphe- 
mous,” stating that that which is 
holy cannot and should not be 
described in spatio-temporal 
terms. The experience of holiness, 
according to Dr. Tillich, is an 
immediate and individual exis- 
tential “encounter.” It is not 
necessarily dependent upon the 
outwardly stated beliefs of the 
.person involved. 

In Greek and Roman times, Dr. 
Tillich asserted, no one contested 
the existence of the gods: the 
only question was how to exper- 
ience and obey them. Since then, 
a “new encounter with reality” 
hag occurred, and man has be- 
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alysis, Mr. Asch stressed the or- 
ganizational tendency in ethical 
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come obsessed with describing 
his experiences in spatio-tempor- 
al terms. 

It has been the “blasphemy of 
theism” to reduce gods to exist- 
ing beings. But atheism has fal- 
len into the same error in regard- 
ing gods as existent products of 
man’s fancy. 

Dr. Tillich stated that “holiness 
is a dimension of our existence. .. 
which breaks through all finite 
relationships.” Tt is neither com- 
pletely good nor completely bad, 
neither totally “divine” nor to- 
tally “demonic.” There are three 
“marks of the holy”: (1) it is 
“other than things,” (2) it elicits 
fascination, and (3) it produces 
fear. It is “the ground” and the 
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LTC To Present 
‘Family Reunion’ 


A staged reading of T. S. El- 
iot’s dramatization “The Family 
Reunion” will be presented by 
the Little Theater Club, Dec. 7, 
in Clothier. The play was chosen 
because it includes more roles 
than the earlier semester pro- 
duction, “The Glass Menagerie” 
and can be done without incur- 
ring the technical difficulties re- 
quired by a full scale production. 

Reading the part of Amy, the 
dowager Lady Monchensey, will 
be Alison Seelye ‘60. Stephen 
Price ‘58 will play the role of 


By Mare E. Weksler 

This past week-end I watched 
the Hamburg Show, “Anything 
and Everything,” one and two- 
third times. Not withstanding the 
apparently insurmountable dif- 
ficulty of putting the show on the 
stage, it was clearly Ted Nelson. 
There was Nelson on the pro- 
gram, in the book, on stage, back- 
stage, in the wings, in the audi- 
ence and on the Truly Zorch ree- 
ord, Still, it was one of the worst 
produced shows ever to be visited 
upon the Swarthmore campus. 
There was no direction, staging 
or lighting; technical difficulties 
were overpowering. In spots a sly 
brilliance was achieved when Nel- 
son’s book was indomitable. 

_A balance sheet might read: 
Nelson is an actor, writer and 
zany talent; Nelson is not a di- 
rector, producer or critic. What 
seemed to be needed were some 
very dull, organized, unimagina- 
tive but highly critical people to 
sift through the Nelson mind, 
judiciously selecting from the 
multitudinous ideas displayed and 
assuring a unity to the perform- 
ance. Aspects of the evening re- 
vealed Ted's inexplicable genius. 
The illustrated program was 
without a doubt a brilliant con- 
ception. There were humor, clev- 
erness and subtlety in the book 
and yet the idea of wholeness was 
lost in the scuffle. 

Much of Swarthmore believes 
that if the ultimate is cunceiv- 
able no realization is necessary. 
Potential is synonymous with re- 
ality. I’ hope future Hamburg 
shows start production more than 
a week early. 

The musie of Richard Caplan 
"61 seemed for the most part to 
resound from familiar sources. 
Furthermore, many of the melo- 
dies were covered by a veil of bad 
enunciation. When the lyrics were 
heard they lacked wit or pertin- 
ence. Production here again failed 
the authors as few of the actors 
were capable of singing in the 
prescribed key, 

The first act was good. One 
structural criticism is that Fris- 
bee is a natural act-closing scene 
while ‘Pillage and Rapine,’ the 
final skit, needed additional time 
if the audience were to pick up 
the closing line: “You looked so 
good inviolate.” 

Gosh, there were Peter Fried- 
man '58 and Joan Pallme ’60 on 
the Seedier local. Then Joseph 
Adcock '60 with freshman orien- 
tation—a new approach. The chor- 
eographic job of Heli Spiegel ’60 
in “College” was one of the 
brightest notes struck all evening. 


The concention was aricinal and 
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